
Kids enter foster care as a result of abuse, neglect or 
dependency (no capable parent to care for child)

Courts grant custody to the local County Department of Job & Family Services

The department evaluates the child’s needs. 
Children are then placed in homes within the county’s network or through other private agencies. 

Traditional Foster Home
 

Children are placed within 
the county. This is an 

ideal situation for visits and 
for familiarity.

Special Needs
 

Perhaps there are no homes 
available, a group of siblings 
need to be placed together, 

or there are other needs 
that can’t be filled in a 

traditional foster home.

Kinship
 

Consideration may be given 
to a family member or 
someone with a prior

 relationship to the child(ren)
 before entering foster care.

Treatment Foster Home

Family foster home in which 
foster parents receive 
specialized training.

Residential Treatment

Institutional care that
 provides in-house school and 

therapy.

Group Home

Licensed residence that 
usually houses 4 to 12 

children and offers 
additional resources.

Local kids may be placed 
throughout Ohio, 

wherever there are open 
foster homes.

Kids can be hours away. 
Family visits may still be 

arranged and caseworkers 
must still drive to see them.
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